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WELLSVILLE FIRST UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
God’s Love Grows Here... 

Through Worship, Bible Study 
and Service 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
79 MADISON STREET 

WELLSVILLE, NY 14895 
(585) 593-1860 

LOVEGROWS@WELLSVILLEUMC.ORG 
 

CHANGED SERVICE REQUESTED 



 

 
 
 
 

 

        
 
 
 
 

                                                     Our Staff: 
         
      Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Gregory DeSalvatore  
      Office Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mrs. Kim Smith 
      Traditional Music Dir. & Organist . . . . Ms. Joy Caldwell 
      Church Custodian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Mary Brown 

  First United Methodist Church of Wellsville 
 

Combined Contemporary/Traditional Worship Service 
Sunday Mornings — 9:45 am 

 Hymn Sing 6:30 pm — Designated Sundays 
 

Phone (585) 593-1860 
Fax (585) 593-1889 

 

E-mail:  lovegrows@wellsvilleumc.org 
Web Page:  www.wellsvilleumc.org 

 
Serving Christ and Community 

Since 1852 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Wednesday, March 7 — Lenten Lunch & Lesson, 12-1 PM; Book Study, 3:30 PM   
 

Sunday, March 11 — Daylight Savings Time Begins (Turn clocks ahead 1 hr. Mar. 10th) 
 

Monday, March 12 — Team Meetings, 6:15 PM; Admin. Council Meeting, 7:30 PM 
 

Wednesday, March 14 — Lenten Lunch & Lesson, 12-1 PM 
 

Thursday, March 15 — Triple L trip to Sprague’s, Plan to be there at 11:30 AM 
 

Sunday, March 18 — Men’s Breakfast, 8 AM; “Pie for the Men” (following worship);  
Seder Meal & Worship shared w/Brookside Wesleyan Church, 5 PM @ Brookside Church 
 

Monday, March 19 — April Messenger Articles Due 
 

Wednesday, March 21 — Lenten Lunch & Lesson, 12-1 PM; Naomi Circle, 2 PM 
 

Sunday, March 25 — Palm/Passion Sunday Worship, 9:45 AM; Hymn Sing, 6:30 PM 
 

Wednesday, March 28 — Lenten Lunch & Lesson, 12-1 PM  
 

Thursday, March 29 — Maundy Thursday Common Meal & Worship, 6 PM 
 

Sunday, April 1 — Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 AM; Sunrise Breakfast, 7 AM; 
Worship, 9:45 AM 

 

 
 

 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
Our Tuesday morning study group meets at 9:15 AM in the Welcome Room and is led by 
Joy Caldwell. Currently studying “Attributes of God.”   All women are invited! 
 

Men’s Bible Study  
Our Friday morning study group meets at 9 AM and is beginning the study of 1 Timothy 
in March. Come and share in our fellowship.  All men are invited! 
 

Wednesday Book Study 
Our Wednesday afternoon study group (book chat) meets at 3:30 PM in the Welcome 
Room.  We are currently reading “The Root of the Righteous” by A. W. Tozer.  Our next 
discussion of chapters 11-15 will be on March 7.     



 

                                  
 
 
 

 
 

       The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul.   -Psalm 19: 7 
 
 Psalm 19 speaks about the Law of Yahweh, the statutes of Yahweh, the 
precepts of Yahweh, the commands of Yahweh, and the ordinances of Yahweh.  
The psalmist emphasizes Yahweh’s revealed pattern for life.  Interestingly, he 
uses the personal name for God because the Law is never in abstraction; it is 
based in the personal presence of God himself.  This Law is God’s instruction on 
how human beings are supposed to live.  It is given to us so our lives will be 
compatible with his desires for us.  At Sinai, God claimed the Israelites for his 
own and revealed to them the way they could live with a holy God.  He dis-
closed the Law to them as a sort of uncovering of his face, a baring of his heart 
to his people, so they would know how their lives were intended to reflect his 
life. 
 
 In Psalm 19 the psalmist says that these instructions from Yahweh to his 
people are more precious than gold, even the finest gold.  The Word of God 
and the way of God contain a sweetness known to the author of this psalm, so 
he compares God’s Word to honey, the sweetest thing he would have encoun-
tered.  God’s way is more valuable than gold, and his Word is sweeter than 
honey because they enable people to know who God is; they symbolize the 
presence of God in our midst.  The reward for keeping God’s instructions is the 
opportunity to know Yahweh himself. 
 
 As this Lenten season runs through this month, let us each examine our 
own path, our own choices, and reflect upon whether they are in keeping with 
God’s instructions for our life.  Then, acknowledge where we have moved away, 
cry out for forgiveness, and swiftly return to keeping God’s way as the priority. 
 
 Sometimes stumbling in His grace, 
 

 Pastor Greg 

 OUTREACH/MISSION UPDATE 
 

This is the first Messenger article I have authored for this new 
year.  Accordingly, I begin by thanking all those who contrib-
uted their time and talents to the various Outreach activities of 
the Christmas season just recently concluded.  Your generosity 
of spirit continues to amaze. 

 
Some time ago, we announced plans to expand our “first Sunday” giving program to  
include sundry items in addition to food items.  We believe many families in our  
community can benefit from donations of items such as paper towels, 
toilet tissues, facial tissues, disposable diapers, cleaning materials and 
similar non-food items.  We urge you to bring such items as part of 
your “first Sunday” giving.  We will transport them to the Salvation 
Army for distribution along with our food contributions.  And, of 
course, in the event you forget to bring your donations on the first  
Sunday, you are welcome to drop them in the collection box on any 
Sunday.  We will ensure they are delivered to the Salvation Army. 
 
In late April, we will again be sponsoring a Compassion Sunday event.  Many members 
of our congregation already sponsor a deserving child through this wonderful program.  

If you have a heart for improving the life of a 
child in need and working to enhance that child’s 
physical, educational and spiritual well-being, 
this may be the opportunity you have been look-
ing for.  We will be providing additional infor-
mation in the coming two months by way of bul-
letin inserts and brief recorded messages during 
church services.  Please consider the information 
presented and prayerfully consider a sponsor-

ship.  Your decision to enter into a sponsorship relationship will positively affect a child 
in need and his or her family.  During this season of Lent when we contemplate the ulti-
mate sacrifice Jesus made on our behalf and the impact knowing Him has made in our 
lives, I can think of no better witness than to bring the blessings of knowing Him to a  
disadvantaged child. 
 
Bryan Caldwell 
  



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               NAOMI CIRCLE 
 

Naomi Circle met on February 21st for a informative meeting with special guest, Lt. 
Heather Pirus, from our local Salvation Army.  The areas of service this Christian organi-
zation reaches out to is amazing and we at FUMC continue to be very supportive in many 
of these areas.  We learned of other avenues in which we can volunteer, such as the Thrift 
Store. 
 

Our next gathering will be March 21st (2:00 PM) with a special “in house” program done 
by several FUMC couples that traveled to the Holy Land. Everyone is encouraged to 
come to share this trip with them.  Due to the expected attendance, we may be meeting 
downstairs rather than our usual location, the Welcome Room.  Watch for signs or no-
tices.  Bonnie DeSalvatore will provide refreshments. 
 

Naomi Circle will be sponsoring our annual Rummage sale in May  2018.  So we strongly 
urge our church family to begin sorting  and piling items to donate NOW! The sale will 
focus on Spring and Summer so look for items relating to  gardening, patriotic, picnic, 
travel, outdoors and naturally the summer clothing and decorating items. General house-
hold items are always needed. Future notices will give details such as donation dates, 
hours, food and other needs. 
 

Diane Forsberg and Linda Austin, Co-chairpersons 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 

Greetings from UMM !    
 

If you did not attend our Valentine Sweetheart evening event, you were very much  
missed. Thanks to all who helped make the evening a success. The Big Band era music, 
food and fellowship were all very well received.   
 

Our next breakfast will be held March 18th at 8:00 am.  Jerry and Gary will be cooking.  
 

The Men will be cooking the Sunrise Breakfast Easter Sunday morning, April 1st at  
6:30 am.   
 

UMM and the Men's Friday morning Bible study, where all Men are welcome.    
 

We hope your Lenten Pilgrimage is very meaningful for you and yours.         
 
Blessings, Alan and Bryan  

 

LIBRARY UPDATE 
 

This last month was a busy month for all different reasons and for activities in the 
Church.  Now we are in Lent and getting ready for the Easter Season.  The Winter  
season should be passing soon and the days will be longer.  This month has been busy 
for the Library with 61 books processed into our Library. 
 

There were 61 books added with 25 fiction and 35 non-fiction, plus one In Memory of 
Dot James titled “The Ultimate Journey” by Jim Stovall, given by Sue Browning.  If 
you would like to donate a book in remembrance of someone, just bring it to the Library 
and it will be entered in their name. 
 

Thank you to all those who donated books and videos.  Three Prayer Bears were also 
donated this month.  
 

Reminder:  If anyone would like a Prayer Bear for someone who is in a difficult  
situation, you can request one for a family member, friend, medical situation or a baby.  
You can receive one by contacting any Tuesday Bible Study member, Kim our Office 
Manager or Sue Browning. 
 

We invite you all to stop in the Welcome Room either before or after the Church  
Service for a cup of coffee, tea or juice.  There is usually a snack or two to choose from.  
If on occasion you would like to bring in a yummy snack it would be welcomed. 
 

Sue Browning 

March/April Events for Lent 2018 at Wellsville First UMC 
 

 

 Wednesday Lunches in Lent 12—1 PM each week 
  March 7   12-12:30 PM  Soup/Sandwich 
  March 14   12:30- 1 PM   Video/Lesson 
  March 21 
  March 28 
   

 Sunday, March 18      Seder Meal & Worship shared with 
          Brookside Wesleyan Church       5:00 PM 
 

 Sunday, March 25      Palm/Passion Sunday                            9:45 AM 
  

 Thursday, March 29      Maundy Thursday 
     Common Meal & Worship             6:00 PM 
 

 Sunday, April 1      Easter Sunrise Service                 6:30 AM 
         Sunrise Breakfast                      7:00 AM 
         Worship                   9:45 AM 



 

 
 

         

 

 

            JAN ‘18               YTD ‘18 
 

  Operating Budget Income            $  15,053       $   15,053 
 

  Expenses: 

  Pastor’s Package       $    6,382        $    6,382 

  Other Staff                                 3,827              3,827   

  Maintenance & Supplies            2,816              2,816  

  Teams                      395                 395   

  Ministry Shares            7,214              7,214*    

  All Other Expenses                7,096              7,096   
 

  Total Expenses:                 $  27,730        $  27,730 
 

  Income less Expenses                 $(12,677)         (12,677) 
 

            

             *Includes $6,214 paid towards 2017 Ministry Shares  

MARCH PRAYER LIST 
 
 

  1 — Those Sick, Homebound, Hospitalized 
  2 — Men’s Bible Study 
  3 — Pastor Greg 
  4 — Pastor’s Family (Bonnie, Anthony & Family, Michael, Emily) 
  5 — Custodian (Mary) 
  6 — Women’s Bible Study 
  7 — Jail Ministry 
  8 — Traditional Music Dir. & Organist (Joy) 
  9 — Church Families                 
10 — Pastor Greg                                 
11 — Pastor’s Family 
12 — Church Team & Admin. Council Members 
13 — Those Experiencing Loss 
14 — Jail Ministry 
15 — Choir & Praise Team 
16 — Financial Stability for the Church 
17 — Pastor Greg 
18 — Seder Meal & Worship @ Brookside Wesleyan Church 
19 — Pastor’s Family 
20 — Palm Sunday & Easter Services 
21 — Jail Ministry 
22 — Office Manager (Kim) 
23 — Church Volunteers 
24 — Pastor Greg 
25 — Pastor’s Family 
26 — Gil’s Hills & Youth for Christ 
27 — AA & NA Participants  
28 — Committed Prayer Warriors 
29 — Maundy Thursday Common Meal & Worship 
30 — Restoration of Broken Relationships 
31 — Pastor Greg 

Nut Sale 
 

Thank you to all who bought or sold nuts for our annual 
nut sale in January.  We made a profit of $469.73, which 
went directly to the church operating budget. 

Spring RADA Sale!!     
 

It’s time to order your RADA items for spring during March for mid April  

arrival.  It’s also a good time to stock up for summer and any gifts you 

may giving (graduation, showers, weddings or birthdays).  Catalogs and 

order forms are available in the church lobby.  Have questions?  Call Nitia 

Cole @ 585-593-3896.  This sale is sponsored by the Naomi Circle 

twice a year. 



 

 

FOCUS ON PRAYER 
 

“By prayer, let your requests be made known to God.”    -Philippians 4:6 
 

Prayer is a powerful force that transcends time and brings the eternal power of God 

into our lives. This sort of prayer has nothing to do with the repetitious, memorized 

prayers of religious tradition or with a “give-me, bless-me” list of personal needs or 

wants. Earnest prayer comes from the heart, unveiling the depths of your soul as you 

bow before the King of Kings in worship and adoration.  The call to this kind of pow-

erful, effective prayer is repeated throughout the Word of God.  A few of those calls 

to prayer are: 
 

1. “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). 
2. “I will therefore that men pray everywhere” (1 Timothy 2:8). 
3. “Men ought always to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). 

4. “Watch…and pray” (Luke 21:36). 
5. “Continue in prayer” (Colossians 4:2). 

6. “Praying always” (Ephesians 6:18). 
7. “Continuing instant in prayer” (Romans 12:12). 

 

All the power and authority represented in the name of Jesus is available to us 

through prayer. But before we can unleash the power of heaven through prayer,  

we must understand the importance of prayer and make a commitment to devote  

ourselves wholeheartedly to diligent, fervent prayer. 
 

Charles G. Finney, the great preacher of the 1800s, said: “Effective prayer is prayer 

that attains what it seeks. It is prayer that moves God, effecting its end.” The life of 

Paul the apostle demonstrates this principle and offers an extraordinary example of 

someone who understood that prayer must be focused steadfastly on the object of  

desire and on the God Who is able to meet it. 
 

Today, more than ever, prayer is not optional. It is essential to victorious Christian 

living. In a world of growing uncertainty, we must make a commitment to a life of 

prayer as never before. The choice is ours. If we fail to pray, the consequences will 

be severe, and we will be ineffective, easy prey for the enemy. If we do pray,  

however, there are great blessings for the Body of Christ. 
 

“If My people, who are called by My 

name, shall humble themselves, and 

pray, and seek My face, and turn from 

their wicked ways; then I will hear from 

heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 

heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14). 
 

Joy Caldwell 

 

Experience the Passover at a Lenten 
 

Passover Seder 
 

Hosted by the Brookside Wesleyan and 

First United Methodist Churches of Wellsville 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 — 5:00 p.m. 

3469 Andover Road — Route 417 East 

Wellsville, New York 
 

Abraham Sandler, congregational leader of a Messianic  
Jewish congregation near Pittsburg, PA will be leading us  

together through the various elements of the Passover Seder. 
 

We ask that everyone bring a dish to pass for the “pot luck”  
supper to begin at 5 p.m.  A sign up sheet is available listing  

various items needed for this fellowship meal.  Thank you! 
 

A free-will offering will be received to support the Jewish  

outreach ministry of Rock of Ages. 

 

“For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life  

you inherited from your ancestors.  And it was not paid with mere gold  

or silver, which lose their value.  It was the precious blood of Christ,  

the sinless, spotless Lamb of God” (1 Peter 1:18-19, NLT). 



 

Gary & Theresa Brown          24 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Susan Hunt    1 
Annamae Wilson   6 
Heather Austin           10 
Katie Allen            11 
Loretta Lovel           13 
Nicholas Brown           17 
Pam Rohrabacher           23 
Bonnie DeSalvatore 25 

Altar Flowers 
 

To order altar flowers, sign up on the flower chart on the bulletin board.  Sign up early to be 
sure you get the Sunday you would like as they fill up fast.  Cost is $15.  Payment of cash or 
check made payable to FUMC prior to your scheduled Sunday.  Drop it in the offering plate 
(please specify that it is for altar flowers) or you may bring it to the church office.  Please 
notify the church office one week before your scheduled Sunday if there are specific colors 
or flowers you would like.  You may take your flowers anytime after the 9:45 am service.  
Thank you for your help to provide beautiful flowers on the altar for our Sunday service. 
 

   
 
 
 

March Altar Flowers are given... 
 

March 4, In Loving Memory of Grant Lyons 
March 11, In Loving Memory of Ella Cline Shear 
March 18, In Loving Memory of Betty Palmiter 

March 25, In Honor of Bonnie DeSalvatore’s Birthday 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
March Greeters 

Diane Forsberg & TBD 
                              

March Counters  
Michele Barry & Alan Forsberg 

 
 

Giant Register Tapes & Food Pantry Donations 
 

Please bring in your nonperishable grocery and sundry donations for the Salvation Army 
food pantry on the first Sunday of each month; the collection box is located in the church 
entryway.  Giant register tape collection bin is located in the Welcome Room.  We received 
$60.13 in February for Giant register tapes that went towards the church operating budget. 

 

To the MEN of our Church 
 

You’re Sweet as Pie0.13 

Anyway you slice it 

We are grateful for all you do 

You are a part of our Church family 

 

Please join us for  

pie & coffee too! 

 
After Church  

on March 18th 

in the Wesley Room 


